Adult literacy is a human right
Adult illiteracy is a double violation of the human right to education. Firstly, it is a consequence
of the lack of available, accessible, acceptable and adaptable education for adults when they
were children. Secondly, the state’s failure to provide free, quality and inclusive adult literacy
programs represents an ongoing violation of the right to education.
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Other norms and standards:
The Dakar ‘Education for All’ goal of a 50% reduction in adult illiteracy by 2015, which has been
endorsed by 185 governments around the world.
Adult Education: The Hamburg Declaration; the Agenda for the Future. 5th International Conference
on Adult Education. Hamburg, Germany (1997)
Recommendation on the Development of Adult Education; adopted by the General Conference at its
nineteenth session, Nairobi (1976)
Pre-draft Recommendation no. 58 to the Ministries of Education concerning Literacy and Adult
Education (1965)
28th International Conference on Public Education; Geneva; IBE/724. (1965)
Déclaration sur l’élimination de l’analphabétisme pendant la décennie des Nations Unies pour le
développement (1964)
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